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This past Sunday was a believers’ baptism
service. These services are great because we get
to hear people’s stories of coming to faith, trusting in Jesus and
life changes that are helping others see the reality of Jesus’ work
in their heart. If you have not yet trusted in Christ, our hope is
that this service helped you to understand better what it means
to trust Him and follow Him. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ,
but have not yet been baptized as a believer, our hope is that
you will understand the importance of obeying Him and publicly
professing your faith in this manner.

To warm up this week, have two people share a bit of their
testimonies of coming to trust in Christ. Just as we do in the
service, limit the time to about three to four minutes each. Briefly
state one aspect of your life before you knew Christ, who it was
who introduced you to Jesus, and one change He has brought
into your life.

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.

1. Which testimony from Sunday did you relate to
the most? Why did you relate to it?

2. Read Romans 6:1-10. What is the overall context of Paul's
words here? How does Paul relate the topic of baptism to
dying and living? Try to encapsulate Paul’'s thoughts in one
simple sentence.

3. In what way have Christians:
Died to sin? (v.2, 7)
Been baptized into Jesus’ death? (v.3, 4, 5)
Been crucified with Christ? (v.6)
Been raised to live a new life? (v.4, 9)

4. Paul said similar words to the church in Galatia. Read
Galatians 2:20 and compare what he said there to what you
have just read in Romans 6. Why the strong emphasis on
death and new life?

5. What does it mean to you to “die to self’? Is that just a pious
notion, or is that a reality you are seeking to experience?
What aspect of your “self” needs to die? Does this mean you
are no longer you, and that you lose your identity? How are
you “dying to self"?

6. When Paul gave his testimony in Acts 22, he mentioned his
baptism in verse 16. Here he speaks about baptism “washing
our sins away”. Do you think he meant that literally or
metaphorically (as a picture)? To help you answer that,
compare Peter’'s words in 1 Peter 3:21, 22.

7. How important is the act of declaring your faith in Jesus
through baptism? Why do you think some see it as important
and others don’t? What has convinced you of your position

on the matter?
Think about some ways you can show practical

\ support and encouragement. What can you do for

those who were just baptized this week? What can you have in
place for an upcoming baptism?
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How can this group be supportive of those who
have been baptized or are going to be baptized?
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Pray for those who were baptized this past Sunday.
Pray for anyone you know who needs to be baptized,

as well as those you are asking God to draw to Christ.
Pray for our BAC family to be a place where people are coming
to know Jesus Christ and following Him in baptism. Pray for our
missionaries to be sharing the gospel and baptizing many new
converts.




