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We now are looking at the first chapter of Peter’s
first letter. Can you imagine how encouraging it
must have been to receive a letter from the Apostle Peter?
Knowing he had spent so much time with the Lord Jesus and
been taught by the Master Himself, what he had to say would be
very important to it's earliest recipients. Now for us, knowing that
it is part of the writings God inspired to be our New Testament, it
should be even more helpful as we seek to understand the
reasons for suffering and how to respond to those difficult
conditions.

Let's start on a lighter note, though. Peter said he is writing to
those “scattered or dispersed” through various cities. Take some
time to tell the group where your family is scattered. Begin with
the family you come from. Where do your relatives live? If you
have children grown and moved away, where are they? How do
you handle being farther away from family? Do you consider it a
blessing or a burden? What do you do as a family to keep in
touch?

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.
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1. For those who were able to hear the message on
Sunday, either by being in the service or listening
on-line, what were the key points you recall from the message?
In what way were you encouraged by what you heard? What
guestions do you have that are unresolved in the topic about
suffering?
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2. Read 1 Peter 1:1 — 12 together. What words does Peter use

to describe his readers? Why do you think he chose these
specific words? What was the current context of their
suffering? How would the things Peter is saying about them
be an encouragement to them at this time.

Peter refers to a specific work of each Person in the Triune
Godhead in verse 2. What were the specific works each one
did, and what were the effects of those works.

4. Peter refers to our “salvation” three times (verses 5, 9 and

10). What do you learn about salvation from these three
references? How does that compare or enhance any other
understanding you have of the topic. For some other
references, look up:
Exodus 15:2 (the first time it is reference in the Bible)
Luke 2:30 (Simeon’s words regarding the infant Jesus)
Romans 1:16 (the role of the gospel)
Philippians 2:12 (living it out)

5. How does salvation connect to suffering? The prosperity

gospel seems to say that Jesus saves people from
experiencing suffering. Would Peter’s words support that or
contradict that view?

6. Inverses 7 and 8, Peter gives the first reason for their facing

trial and suffering. What is it? What effect would knowing
that have on the first readers? What effect does it have on
you today?

7. Peter repeatedly refers to experiencing joy in the midst of

suffering. How do we enter into that? Is it by an act of our
will, or in response to what is done for us, or a combination of
both? Does being joyful mean we are enjoying the suffering?
Why or why not?
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Have you faced a trial in life that has been
/ overwhelming to you? How did you face that
and get through that time. Did you see God at
Work in and through you. Is there anything you are

learning about suffering that would help you handle it differently?
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Rejoice in the Lord for the good things He has done
that are described in this passage. Pray for one another
in whatever suffering they are presently facing. Pray for
believers you are aware of who are facing trials.




