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We are completing our study of “sacrificial living”,

as we look at our third vision statement: “The fruit
of faithful Christ followers who worship, pray and give
sacrificially.” We have seen the sacrificial life of worship and
giving we are called to. Now we will see how our praying is to be
sacrificial as well.

Since prayer involves “asking”, let's begin by talking about what
you ask for as part of your daily life. Brainstorm all the areas you
can think of that you ask people for things - at home, at work, at
the bank, while travelling. What do you enjoy asking for? What
makes you uncomfortable to ask for? Was there ever a time that
you had to ask for something that was a humbling experience for
you? How did you handle that? Is there something you would
like to ask for, but just haven't got up the nerve to ask (a raise at
work, a date with someone, a special favour from someone,
etc.?) Please share what you can with the group.

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.
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1. Read Luke 11:1-8. What do you think it was
about Jesus’ praying that motivated them to ask
him to instruct them? How does Jesus’ answer illustrate
appropriate ways to address God? How does your approach
to prayer line up with the model Jesus describes here? Is
there anything you can see that you might incorporate?

2. When Jesus uses the term “boldness”, he is really saying
“shameless persistence”. Do you feel that your prayers have
that quality? Do you sometimes feel you have prayed for a
request for so long, it may be time to give up? Read Luke
11:9-13. Why does God want us to be so persistent in our
prayers?

3. Read Luke 18:1-7. How does this teaching relate to what
Jesus has just told them about his future return? What
makes you want to “give up” praying? Is Jesus saying
anything here that encourages you to persevere in prayer?

4. Read Genesis 18:16-33. What do you learn from Abraham'’s
example about persistent prayer? In what way does he
demonstrate an appropriate boldness? See Hebrews 4:14-16
for further insight into approaching God boldly.

5. Read Matthew 26:36-46. Contrast Jesus and the disciples in
their approach to persistent prayer. Why caution does Jesus
give them about the need to watch and pray? Why did they
need that warning? What happened because they did not
follow through with persistent prayer? Compare Hebrews
5.7, 8 to see how Jesus approached his Father in prayer.

6. In Philippians 4:4-7, we are counseled not to worry about
anything, but to pray about everything. What are the
elements of prayer Paul mentions that should be part of
continual prayer that overcomes anxiety? When you are
feeling anxious, is this how you respond? Why or why not?

\\ / per3|stently, and where you believe you need to

grow. If anyone has an encouraging example
about growing in this are, please share it with the group. This is

not an area we may feel comfortable hearing, but to the best of
your ability, let your friends in the group know how you are doing.
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Let’s talk about our prayer lives. Share as freely
as you are able about where you are in praying
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Pray for one another as they have shared their needs to
improve in the area of persistent prayer. Pray for God'’s

Spirit to make us a church family of persistent prayers who
seek the Lord humbly, boldly and consistently. Intercede for
missionaries you know and any needs you are aware of. Rejoice
in knowing the Lord who hears and answers our prayers.
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