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Our fourth vision statement says we are looking

for: “The fruit of everyone in our church family
serving according to their God-given gifts and the Spirit’s
empowerment.” We have seen that we are to live a sacrificial life
of worship, giving and prayer. Now we will look at how we are
empowered by God to be His servants.

Let’s talk about service as we prepare for the study. Where do
find you are getting the best service? Are you being well served
at:

« A store you shop at (which one?)

« A repair shop you go to (car, appliance)?

* A restaurant you frequent?

 An airline you fly on?

* Others:
How important is good service to you? Are you willing to go out

of your way or pay more for good service, or does it matter to
you?

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.
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1. Let's review the three general tasks God calls
each of His people to perform. Look up the
passages that accompany each task and read them out loud:

* Glorifying God: 1 Peter 4:11, Colossians 3:17,
1 Corinthians 10:31

I Discussion Guide

« Edifying (building up) God’s Family:
Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 14:12, 26
 Multiplying Fruitful Followers of Christ:
Matt. 28:18-20

. Which of the three areas do you believe you

are strongest in? Which are you weakest in?
How do you see the three tasks related
together? Which area do you believe God
would have you improve in the coming year?

. If the convergence of the three circles form your “zone”, what

ministry do you believe is your general area of ministry?
What is your “sweet spot” (the centre point of convergence),
the area of your most effective ministry? What do you believe
God has “SHAPED” or is “SHAPING” you to do?

. Read Titus 2 and 3, noting every time Paul mentions “doing

what is good”. How do you know if you are doing the good
works God planned in advance for you to do? (Eph. 2:8-10)

. Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11. How does God'’s Holy Spirit

enable His body, the church, to do His work?

. Read Luke 24:45-49 and Acts 1:4-8. Why does Jesus not

send them out immediately into service? What difference will
it make to their effectiveness if they wait for what He
promised to send them? What evidence do you see in the
book of Acts that the Spirit's empowerment made their
service effective?

. Read Colossians 1:28, 29 and 1 Peter 4:11. Are you serving

God in the power of His Spirit, or in your own energy? How
do you know?
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Take some time to encourage anyone in the
/ group who is struggling in their faith or their
service to God. Share any struggles you may be

facmg remembering this group is to be a safe
place to be honest and receive support.
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Pray for one another as they have shared their
struggles in the faith and in service. Pray for each one to
experience the Spirit's empowerment and discover their
place of ministry. Pray for one another’s needs.
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