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We began our look at our fourth vision statement

last week: “The fruit of everyone in our church
family serving according to their God-given gifts a nd the
Spirit's empowerment.” We discovered that every Christian is
responsible for general tasks: glorifying God, edifying His family,
multiplying followers. We also saw that God has prepared
specific tasks for each of us to do, according to the “SHAPE” He
has given each one. Finally, we saw that we must be empow-
ered by God’s Holy Spirit to do these works. This week we want
to go behind the scenes, looking in our hearts to discover why
we are (or are not) serving God. What are our motives?

To kick off the discussion, spend some time talking about what
motivates you: Rewards? Praise and affirmation? Meeting a
challenge? Love? Commands and orders? Other reasons? Now
turn it around the other way — what de-motivates you? What
hinders you from being motivated, and why is that so?

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.
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1. Reflect for a moment on the continuum that
includes the four “D’s”. Where do you think you

usually fit on that line in terms of your service for God? How

aware are you of the motives behind your serving God?
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2. Read the following verses and discuss why you think it is
important to be aware of why we are serving the Lord:

Proverbs 16:2

1 Chronicles 28:9, 10
1 Corinthians 4:1-7
Hebrews 4:12, 13

3. Read what Jesus told His followers about the Pharisees in
Matthew 23:5-12. Also reflect on His teaching in Matthew
6:1-18 in the Sermon on the Mount. Why would Jesus’
denunciation of the Pharisees seem shocking to the
disciples? Why should we not judge others by appearances?
When Jesus says to do things secretly, does this mean
others are never to know what we do? Compare this to
Matthew 5:16 and discuss.

4. Contrast the two kinds of wisdom James describes in James
3:13-18. How is that wisdom made evident in our lives? How
does he apply that principle to their prayers in James 4:1-3?

5. Paul tells the Thessalonians that “we are not trying to please
men but God, who tests our hearts” (1 Thess. 2:5). Now read
what Paul says to the Corinthians in 1 Cor. 10:31-11:1, where
he says, “even as | try to please everybody in every way”
(v.33). How do we reconcile these two statements? Make
sure you read the sections in context, understanding the
situations Paul is referring to.

6. Reflecting on the illustration of “Knowing Christ, Loving
Christ and Serving Christ”, what do you think hinders our
serving being characterized by “delighting in the Lord"?

\\ / such as envy, jealousy, greed, selfish ambition,

pnde pleasing other people instead of God. What
are you doing to improve your motives? What examples can you

share with the group of improving your motives as you seek to
serve the Lord?
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Talk as openly as you are able about what
motives you struggle with in serving the Lord,
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Use Psalm 139:23, 24 as your prayer for God to reveal

your motives. Pray for one another as they have shared
their struggles in seeking to serve from godly motivation.

Pray for one another’s needs, and for Michel and Denise Dubé.
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