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Our celebration of the resurrection on Easter 
Sunday is an annual reminder of the most 

amazing experience in history.  Jesus Christ was the first 
deceased human to be raised with a new, spiritual body.  He is 
the “firstborn from among the dead” (Colossians 1:18).  He is the 
firstfruits of God’s forever family (1 Corinthians 15:20), and 
someday the rest of the family will be clothed in spiritual bodies 
just like His (1 John 3:2). So we celebrate the miracle of the 
resurrection and the reality that Jesus Christ our Lord is alive! 
 

For a warm up, let’s imagine we were there after the 
resurrection.  How would you react?  A mystified Mary? A 
puzzled Peter?  A doubting Thomas?  Think about how you 
would have felt and acted.  What would it have taken for you to 
believe?  Since you haven’t ever physically “seen” the risen 
Christ, what is the basis of your faith today?   
 

Have one of the group pray to commit this time to the Lord.  
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1. Read the account of the resurrection in                          
Luke 24:1-12 and in John 20:1-23.  Since Jesus 

predicted His crucifixion and death on several occasions on 
the way to Jerusalem (Matt.16:21; Matt.17:9; Matt. 20:17-19), 
why would they be so surprised when it really happened? 
 

2. Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Discuss who you 
think bears responsibility, then look up the following verses:  
      (continued over…) 
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�  Isaiah 53:4-10 
�  Acts 2:22 - 32 
�  Acts 4:27, 28 
�  John 10:17, 18 
�  Hebrews 7:26 - 28 

 

3. Read Acts 17:16-34.  How important was Jesus’ resurrection 
in Paul’s preaching in Athens?  What were the responses?  

  

4. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul responds to those saying there is no 
resurrection.  If they were true, what would the effects be 
(verses 12 – 20)?  How does he know they are wrong to 
doubt the resurrection?  Look at John’s account of Thomas in 
John 20:24-29 to see an example of how someone who 
doubted the resurrection of Jesus has his doubts answered. 

 

5. What makes people doubt the reality of the resurrection 
today?  What evidence is there to help them believe it is true?   

 

6. Read Romans 10:9, 10.  Why is it so important that a person 
believes in the resurrection of Christ?  What does it mean 
“with your mouth you confess”?  Is that simply assenting to 
the facts or beliefs, or is there anything more involved with 
that? 

 

7. Paul says that Jesus’ resurrection is for our “justification” 
(Romans 4;25-5:2, Romans 10:10).  In what way is Jesus’ 
resurrection effective to make a person free from guilt before 
God?  How is Jesus’ righteousness applied to a believer’s 
life?  See 2 Corinthians 5:17 – 21 for insight into this. 
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How has believing in Jesus’ resurrection 
changed your life?  Has it made any difference 

to you?  Are you satisfied with the difference it 
has made, or do you believe there is more to 

understand and experience?  How would you respond to a 
person who doubts the resurrection?  Is there anything in your 
life that might help them see an effect that would make the 
resurrection more real to them? 
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Worship the Lord for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Give him praise and adoration for all the blessings that 

flow from His sacrificial death and resurrection into your life.  
Pray for unsaved family and friends to understand Jesus’ gospel 
and receive His gift of eternal life. Pray for any that visited BAC 
over the Easter weekend and heard the gospel message.  
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