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As we continue our look at Peter’s letter to 
suffering Christian’s in first century Asia Minor, we 

come to a section where he reminds them of their true identity in 
Christ.  In the midst of troubles and difficulties it is easy to lose 
sight of who we are and to feel like there must be something 
wrong with us to be experiencing so much hardship.  So before 
Peter deals with specific instructions and counsel on their issues, 
he points them back to who they are in Christ.  This is very 
important for 21st century followers of Jesus, as well. 
 

As we warm up for our discussion, let’s think about a time when 
we may have experienced an “identity crisis”.  It may have been 
when you were growing up and hit your teens or early twenty’s, 
or when you started a job in a new company, or moved to a new 
area and didn’t know anyone, or began attending a different 
church with unfamiliar practices.  Talk about your experience, 
what it felt like and how you handled it.  How would you describe 
your identity today? 
 

Read 1 Peter 2:4 – 12 together. Have one of the group pray to 
commit this time to the Lord.  
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1. Set the context of Peter’s words by recapping 
where we have been for the last two weeks.  What 

 are the essential points he has made so far.  With that it 
 mind, why do you think it is important that he focuses on their 
 identity in Christ?  
 

2.  Look up the following references so you have them as a 
 background for the things Peter is about to say about Christ: 

�  Psalm 118 (especially verses 22-24) 
�  Isaiah 28:16 
�  Isaiah 8:11-15 

 What is Peter conveying to his readers about Jesus Christ 
 and people’s responses to Him?  Why is the analogy to a 
 cornerstone so useful?  What does the imagery of “living 
 Stone” mean?  
 

2. What does it mean that Christians are: 
�  “living stones” 
�  “being built into a spiritual house” (see Eph 2:19-22) 
�  “offering spiritual sacrifices to God through Christ” (see 

Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 4:6, 7; Hebrews 13:15) 
    

3. Read Moses’ words to Israel in Deuteronomy 10:12 – 22.  
Note the parallels with Peter’s words from 1:13 – 2:3 and with 
this section. Now read Deut 7:6 – 11.  Why did God choose 
Israel as His people?  Why has He chosen you (if you are a 
follower of Christ)?  

 

4. Look at how God has “called” individuals to follow and serve 
Him, and note any similarities you observe: (1) Abram – 
Genesis 12:1-4; (2) Samuel – 1 Sam. 2:1-21; (3) Saul of 
Tarsus – Acts 9:9:1-18.  In what ways were these people 
called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light?   

 

5. Peter give further instructions for living as “aliens and 
strangers” in verses 11 and 12.  How do these instructions 
follow all he has said so far? 

 

6. What does it mean for you to be “chosen by God”?  Are you 
more conscious of God choosing you, or of you choosing 
Him?  How do you see these two aspects fitting together, 
especially in your own life? 
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Peter says to “abstain from sinful desires that 
war against your soul”.  Jesus’ followers all face 

the same temptations (1 Corinthians 10:13).  
Being sensitive to how comfortable each may feel 

about sharing their struggles, discuss how the journey toward 
holiness is going. 
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Thank God for choosing you to be His child.  Pray for 
each one in the group and for our BAC family to live holy 

lives as aliens and strangers in our culture.  
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